Sightline to Safety

Did You Know
• Studies show that once a smoke and/or
fire alarm is activated by a residential fire,
occupants have less than two minutes to
escape.
• Since the standard signal emitted by
a majority of smoke alarms is in
the high frequency range, some
people do not hear this frequency.

A fire and emergency services program

For more information contact:
Peterborough Fire Services
210 Sherbrooke Street
Peterborough, K9J 2N3
Phone: (705) 745.3284
Fax: (705) 745.2460
www.peterboroughfireservices.ca

• Hearing aid users typically remove
their aids to sleep at night making it
impossible to hear the audible signal
generated by an activated smoke/
fire alarm.
• Research also indicates that people
will not wake up from a deep sleep to the
auditory signal triggered by an activated
smoke alarm.
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• Studies show that people who are Deaf
or hard of hearing respond effectively to
visual strobe and vibrating alarms like a
pillow/bedshaker.
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Educational program in
fire prevention, detection
and escape planning for
people who are culturally
Deaf, oral deaf, deafened
and hard of hearing

What is “Sightline to Safety”
This program is a partnership of the Canadian
Hearing Society and local fire departments. It
ensures people who are culturally Deaf, oral
deaf, deafened and hard of hearing receive
adequate and appropriate education about
preventing, detecting and escaping a fire in
the home.
There are two components to the program:
9-1-1 registration and home inspection.

9-1-1 Registration
When an occupant/resident who is Deaf
or hard of hearing enrolls with the “Sightline
to Safety’ program, Fire & Prevention
Services will sign them up with emergency
services dispatch. Once registered, if
a 9-1-1 call is made from the home, dispatch
will be aware of their hearing loss and
communication needs and in turn will advise
the emergency response team.
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Sightline to Safety
Home Inspection
Fire Prevention Officers with prior permission
from the occupant will conduct a home visit
to educate them on fire prevention, detection
and escape.
• Completion of a home safety checklist
covering basic home safety and
sources of fire.
• Discussion and suggestions for
appropriate alerting systems to be
installed/setup in the home.
• Home Fire Escape planning session
and practice.

Home Fire Escape Plan

SMOKE ALARMS

Smoke alarms provide early
warning and save lives
People who are culturally Deaf, oral deaf,
deafened and hard of hearing cannot hear
the audible signal of the activated smoke alarm.
Many people live independently in their homes
or apartments. Their lives are in danger in case
of a fire, as they cannot hear the audible smoke
alarm or may depend on hearing family
members to alert them.
Because research indicates that residents
have less than 2 minutes to escape from the
time the smoke alarm is activated, it may
not be possible for a family member to alert
the person who is Deaf about the fire due to
smoke inhalation or location of the fire in the
house. Due to time constraints, alerting a person
will jeopardize the lives of both persons.
Installing the correct alerting systems/devices
will save lives by increasing the possibility of
alerting the person in time in the case of a fire.

