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Canadian Hearing Society – 2014 Election Questionnaire  

Ontario NDP Response 

During the election campaign the Canadian Hearing Society is surveying all political parties 
on the following issues/questions: 
 

1. Adding a referral for hearing testing as part of annual doctors’ examination for 
aging adults: Do you and your party support a standardized practice of physicians 
adding a referral for hearing testing as part of their annual health examination for aging 
adults in order to ensure it is not overlooked?   

While OHIP already covers diagnostic hearings tests carried out by physicians, the Ontario NDP 

supports efforts to better integrate preventative care like hearing tests into our public health care 

system.  We endorse efforts to develop clinical practice guidelines that support primary care providers 

in delivering preventive health care.  

 
2. Ensuring prevention programs are in schools to educate youth on the importance 

of protecting their hearing: Do you and your party support ensuring there are 
prevention programs in schools to educate youth on the importance of protecting their 
hearing? 

Yes. The Ontario NDP supports and will collaborate with advocates like the CHS, VOICE for Hearing 

Impaired Children, and the Ontario Association for the Deaf about ways to provide an inclusive and 

barrier-free learning environment for Deaf and hard of hearing students and to raise awareness about 

the importance of protecting hearing. 

3. Improving the management of hearing loss to reduce the impact on provincial 
health and social support systems: Will you and your party work to improve the 
management of hearing loss to reduce the impact on provincial health and social support 
systems? 

Yes. The Ontario NDP is committed to addressing Ontario’s crisis in mental health and addictions, 

including making sure those services are available to people who are hearing impaired. 

4. Funding for the expansion of the Canadian Hearing Society’s CONNECT mental 
health program: Do you and your party support funding for the expansion of the 
Canadian Hearing Society’s CONNECT program?  

Yes. 

5. Funding for the expansion of the Canadian Hearing Society’s employment 
services program: Will you and your party work to improve resources and specialized 
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service and supports so that Deaf and hard of hearing job seekers have   access to 
secure, stable employment opportunities? 

Yes. We support programs to increase employment opportunities for people who have a disability. 

We will work with stakeholder organizations and employers to find effective ways of supporting the 

recruitment and retention of Deaf, or hearing impaired workers.  

An Ontario NDP government will deliver results by reviewing education funding to ensure that 

students with special needs receive necessary, professional support. Regulated non-teaching special 

education staff plays an important role in supporting our students with special needs. Unfortunately, 

past government decisions to cut funding and freeze budgets has meant doing more with less for 

teachers and support staff. In secondary schools, the ratio of special education students to special 

education teachers has risen dramatically from 48:1 to 66:1; between 2001 and 2013. We need a 

change. New Democrats recognize that when our students succeed, we all succeed. 

 


